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CORONA MSW I OOS 
FOR MESSRS KIEFER FROM COLONEL ‘WOR 
FOLLOWING PRIORITY MESSAGE FROM GEN RITLAND To GEN 

SCHRIEVER WAS DISPATCHED Ot! 22 NOVEVBER AT ABOUT EIGHT 0*CLocK 
IN THE EVENING. | | 

QUOTE: TO: corpR, AFBUD, LOS ANGELES, CALIF$ FROM: corr, 
ARDC, ANDREWS AFB, WASHINGTON, D.C. INFO: HOS USAF, WASHINGTON, 
D.C. CAFCGH AND AFDAT); _LOCKHEED AIRCRAFT 
CORPORATION, MISSILES SYSTENs DIVISION, SUNNYVALE, CALIF. 

SECRET. PERSONAL FROM NAJOR GENERAL RITLAND TO 

LT GENERAL SCHRIVER. THIS Sc IN TIREE PARTS. PART ONE. 

PYT AND BACKGROUND, THE FOLLOYING INFORMATION oN DISCOVERER 
FIGHT IS SUBIITTED. THIS INFO IS PRELIMINARY AND WILL BE 


CONFIRISED AND AMPLIFIED AS ADDITIONAL INFO BECOMES AVAILABLE, : : 
DISCOVERER EIGHT was SUCCESSFULLY LAUNCHED AT 1125 PST, 20 NOV 


nals, 
eto, 


te. - ae 


29 THOR PERFORIANCE WAS NOMINAL. THE AGENA VEHICLE PERFOREANC 
WAS AS EXPECTED EXCEPT THAT INTEGRATOR CUTOFF OF THE SECOND 
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STAGE MAS MOT ODTAINED. THIS PECULTED Ef Ay OVE VELOCITY OF 
AQONOK RIGHT IPMONMEp TERT ORR eream ANP GATORS A CTECHLY 
SCCEITPIC AMTIT ITH A PEPTOD 9F 193.7 MENTTER, THULE ORDTDN 
MAS SEYINE THE TOLEPANCE O° TYE TIMER CONTAIYED IM THE 
VENICLE AND T) CONCENSATE FOP THES imenaLLy Lose EPI, 

THE TIMER VAS APJUSTED IM A MANNER TO PERMIT EJECTION AND 


THE MECIVEPY SEAITYCES T OCCUR AS MEAPLY AST POSSINLE TO THE 
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PLAINES IMPACT ANTA. THE CIIMANDS PESETTING THE TIMER VERE 
SICCESSENLLY TRAYSHITTED TO Tue VEHICLE, ACTNOULENGEP AND ACTED 
MPOMNe THE NET RESULT OF THESE COMMANDS WAS TO INITIATE THE 
RECOVERY SEQUENCE OM TNE FIFTEENT' VEINICLE 7AS¢. PUPING THE 
SNTISE PLIGHT PE NIM, ALL VENICLE S'YPSYSTEY FUNCTIONED 2P2°EPLY.~ 
THE TECOVERY SEAENCE MAS INITIATED AT AP?PMOY 1322 PST, 

OL SPVENOERs SEPARATION OF THE PECWEPY CATSILE FROM THE VENICLE 
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bolt 
REMICTION OF CAPSULE TELEME STOY INDICATES THAT THE SOI ioe aa ie Re 
Tange hikes TIETIT, ANT AT LEAST 2D oP pre TED. DES ey oC rE rs 
er dy ee & Fede Gog. le TRS cea tape Aan PETPI“NIC CET Vee Shae ore te 
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PRC aVaNY CASS TEER eID TAS Peer rien: ny THE JIE Ee MAY 

5 dee DEPP. Sy Ae yas “A NITE IAR TNS Mracernty sth Mand ah rd ar 5p La ia} aAsTo 
COT THE MODE Of TONEZATIN PLAC OUT AYE pIRee Ant ef  IMETCATION 

QF APRITIOVAL TELEMetrry HAVING SCL PERT VEN SUOSEVIENT TO. Tye. 

CAPSULE EVEPGENCE pray pie TLACTIT 7ONE. TPAC CINE INE) OPOTAINED 


SPT TELEMETOY DECIDS: WAS St GReTEp pa mage't poAPREE any 


ANALYSIS ANT, AS A PREVLT, THR PECIVEDY riner mje SNTPTED 
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TELEMETPY “HICH AS PEE MECKIVED O°} THIS FLIGUT, IT “ILL 

[% SEVEPAL TAYS "RPIPT A COMPLETE FINST LOY? TILL "AYR 

EEN ACCUIPLISHED. I PILL PPOVIPE YO" AMPITIOUL TIPO 

AS IT CECIMES AVAILATLES PART TID. RUPING THE PACT TEM ONTHS 

A TOTAL OF EICIT PISCOVEXED VENICLES "AVE PEE LANNCHEp, 

ON ALL EIGHT LAUNCHES, POT! THE TNO? AND TYE AGENA 29O2NLO TAY 
SYSTEMS AVE JPERATER ONE IPIMPPED OTT CRYT OF THR TI AND PTT 
VEPY MINOD EXCEPTIONS IN TOTAL IMPULSE NAVE PROPOPVED TN ACRIDDAYICE 
“ITY CORCITICATIVIG. | ALI RISCOVEPER Smevertme, nypy 

THE EYCECTIC! 3° THE PECIVEPY SUDCYeTRY AND THE GIIDANCE S°™SysTEM, 
HAVE PEMFIOVED EFFECTIVELY VITH A VEPY LIMITED wrepen op 

PATLURES OCCURING IM THE POWER SYSTEM AND IN THE ATPOOONE 
COMMUNICATIONS PACKAGE. THE DIFFICULTIES PIICT VE NAVE EVCOUNTEPEN 
“IT! THE GUIDANCE S'MSYSTE™ AND THE DEmyery eucevepes pave 

ETILL PEPMITTED TYE DEMONSTRATION OF THE FLEXIPILITY 3F 742 
PECVVE DY FIPCE AND, ALTHOUGH A SUCORSsriy peCIVEPy As “DT 
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VENICLES AND THE PYINECTION 


AND EXENCISE CF THE RECOVERY Froese HAs oemy ACCOS PLE. 


a 


re z : = Seti 
bid PASTOC RESISM OP TUS PISCE es Ar TioUR MAS meen eben fy 


SSPATE THE SICCESSES TO RATE 3F TIER nTeeavepen 
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SEUISS, IT IS MY TIP’ CONVECTIO™ THAT A SYSTEMATIC AND 
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BOR THE RECOVERY suesyeres sep NE CEVIEVEr TQ MEpEs Pye PAT 

ADPITIONAL TESTING tuep pe INSTITITED TO [Nene pre 2PASEn 

SPETATION, PERCENT Pein CUTS FOR MOTH FY 6) AYE Fy 74 

POINT T) SOME opre@pan PEANJUSTMENT. UNTIL ALL ar THE TECHYICAL 

AND PIPING AS Sete 35 Pye SESCVVENT® Omen ay ane PEVIRGEN 

OY ATTEND AMP TUR oppar CONTPACTIP, TAM SusoEyn te THE 

TLIGUT TEST Pttaer an pun PPIEMAMe SICH A pEWE pe ALORALY 

PAIDER TAY AND ToPqyy onayger YUE A PPIEFING oF pire 

RESULTS AND MY mes pin agpaue PATLY IN DECKMOES, magne, 
PPEPO? T? OPESEYTING To Gey SETLAND ANY MATEPIAL ‘97 wpey 

TI MAST PECUMEINAT IONS me peer TT RSSENTIAL THAT van 

PYPUTS AND CONSIMEPATIOY oF DITEGMATED.S ARON eign HAVE 
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